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October 31,2002 

Community Preservation Planner 

AUBURNDALE 
CO-0PERATIVE 

BANK 

Newton Platming and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton, Ma 02459 

Dear Sirs: 

As a community bank: in Newton, we can attest to the need for affordable housing in our city. We have 
watched housing and rental prices rise, while the economy'lags. We have seen young professionals unable 
to raise their children in the city in which they were raised. We have witnessed once considered "entry 
level" homes turn into "move up" homes overnight. As a supporter of the Community Preservation Act 
and the CAN-DO organization, we urge you to consider the two housing proposals presented before the 
Committee. 

The $300,000 funding toward the Homeownership Project to buy down the price of the three market units 
at Christina Street will make the difference to a family in their ability to afford this property. The 
Auburndale Cooperative Bank: is in the process of preparing a special financing package for this property, 
which will further enhance the affordability. It is our hope that the Committee will see our commitment as 
a financial institution and will see favorably upon this request. 

Auburndale Cooperative Bank: is also working with CAN-DO on the Rental Project in West Newton. This 
two family will provide three bedroom housing to families with Section 8 housing. We lare committed to 
assistingwith the financing of this project. 

The two projects presented to the Committee represent the first steps in addressing Newton's community 
housing needs. It is our anticipation that you will look favorably upon this request. 

307 Auburn Street, Auburndale, MA 02166 (617) 527-6090 62 Boston Post Road (Rt. 20), Wayland, MA 01778 (508) 358-5136 
332 Walnut Street, Newtonville, MA 02160 (617) 558-7063 

Member FDIC 



avid B. Cohen 
Mayor 

CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
Department of Planning and Development 

Michael J. Kruse, Director 

October 28, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

II 

I am writing to support the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. 
Newton is rapidly losing its social and economic diversity because of the high cost of housing here. 
Where once Newton was affordable to a broad range of families, housing cost is increasingly a 
barrier to our children, parents, teachers and City employees. 

Twenty years ago, a family making the Boston area median income could afford to buy 
nearly half of the housing available in Newton. Today, that same family could afford to buy only 
the bottom ten percent of the housing from a cost and quality standpoint (and it is rare that such 
housing would even come on the market). 

The housing portions of both the Newton Framework Plan and the Newton Consolidated 
Plan support the development of permanent, affordable housing for families and individuals with 
less than the Boston area median income. Both of the projects proposed by CAN-DO support this 
goal. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market rate 
units at its Christina Street project would provide a homeownership opportunity for three 
city employees. The desire to create community housing opportunities for city employees 
was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West Newton. 
Each ofthe three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have Section 8 certificates. 

I believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address 
Newton's community housing needs. 

Sincerely, '\ I (j Il 

S~b~~7CJ[Y 
Stephen D. Gartrell 

Associate Director for Housing & Con unity Development 

Housing and Community Development Division 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Telephone (617) 796-1120 Telefax (617) 796-1142 
www.ci.newton.ma.us 

newton 
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block 
grant 
program 



KAY KHAN 
REPRESENTATIVE 

12TH MIDDLESEX DISTRICT (NEWTON) 

ROOM 23, STATE HOUSE 

TEL. (617) 722-2140 

FAX (617) 722-2339 

Community Preservation Planner 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1054 

October 28,2002 

Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Committees: 
Human Services and Elderly Affairs 

Federal Financial Assislance 

LEGISLATIVE AIDE 

MATT SELIG 

I wish to indicate my support for the two housing proposals presented to the Committee by CAN­
DO. As a State Representative, I was an active participant in the campaign for passage of the 
Community Preservation Act. It is my hope that community housing will be a major benefactor 
of the legislation. As you review the numerous projects, I urge you to consider how the housing 
affordability crisis has worsened since the Fall of 2001 when the Act was signed into law. 

Sale prices of homes continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have softened 
somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding 
for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership project -- $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership 
opportunities for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental project -- $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton, Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

I believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address 
Newton's community housing needs, 

I<ccrclY'~ 
Ka~n 
State Representative 



NOV 4 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE 

SENATOR CYNTHIA STONE CREEM 

FIRST MIDDLESEX AND NORFOLK 

DISTRICT 

ROOM 416B 

TEL. (617) 722·1639 
FAX (617) 722-1266 

E-Mail: CCreem@senate.state.ma.us 

STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133·1053 

Community Preservation Planner 
Nevt1:on Plail.ning ~!ld' Development De~)(:.ftmf!nt 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

COMMITTEES 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE (CHAIR) 

ELECTION LAWS 

October 29,2002 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

LOCAL AFFAIRS 

I am \V',itil~g in :311ppcrt of two housing grant applications ::;~bmitted by CAN-DO 
for Cummnnity ?tesc:v.'ltion Act funding. I supported the pass2gf.: 0 f t:iZ; I=? A in Nr~wtOH 
and believe that the fl)Uowing CAN-DO proposals will help fulfill the CPA's mission in 
our comJm;~'i1_y. Affordable [lOusing continues to oe in tremendously shon-wrply in 
Newtofl P.;}I) the !1eed :0 sreate such l:ousing for N~wton residents is iITipf;l'a~iv~. 

CAN-DO's PfOPOSll:S ~o:l:>i~i~ ufful\ding for both a home(l"\,!ler~hip projeGt and a 
rental project: 

1. Homeowncrship Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the ('cst of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Streetproject to provide homeownership 
opportunities fot' three city employees. The desire to create comm1Jmty housing 
opportu.nities for City employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the CPA during t4e campaign and.I believe that our community is strengthened if 
City t,ln1J-~o)'c:e3 cardiv\;·h1"~he C(/iil1hGll~tic.-; tl1eY serve. 

2. Rental Project·· $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

I believe these two projects are consistent with Newton's housing goals and the 
mission of the CPA. I am hopeful that they will receive your utmost consideratiou 
Thank you for your time and attention. 

T:\Mark\Jetters\CAN-DO CPA grant support let.doc 

Printed on Recycled Paper 

Sincereiy, 

~. 
Cynthia Stone Creem 
State Senator 



'<IT4c <.aomtuottfucctItIl of J1lffct£H3ctdluzcttz 
~auze af ;p\cprezcntatifTez 

~httc ~l1UZC, ~l1ztl1lt 02133 -11154 

PETER J. KOUTOUJIAN 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
10TH MIDDLESEX DISTRICT 

NEWTON. WALTHAM 

STAFF: 

DANIEL J. DELANEY 

LINDSAY A. SNYDER 

Community Preservation Committee 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Community Preservation Committee Member: 

October 29,2002 

Vice Chairman 

Committee on Heal1h Care 

STATE HOUSE. ROOM 448 

TEL. (617) 722-2582 

FAX (617) 722-2879 

I am writi'ng you in support of the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting 
to the committee. As State Representative, I campaigned vigorously for the passage of 
the Community Preservation Act. It is my hope that community housing will be.a major 
benefactor of this act. As you review the numerous projects before you, I urge you to 
take in to consideration the worsening crisis in housing affordability. 

Home sale prices continue to rise despite a lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the 
three market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide a 
homeownership opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create 
community housing opportunities for city employees has often been cited 
as a rationale for the passage of the community preservation act. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house 
in West Newton. Each of the three bedroom units will be rented to 
families who have Section 8 certificates. 

These projects represent a good beginning for the utilization of funds to address 
Newton's community housing needs. CAN-DO has a reputation and a track record of 
doing its utmost to expand affordable housing opportunities desperately needed by a 



growing number of Newton community members. r strongly urge you to give this 
application seriolls consideration. 

If YOll have any questions or concems regarding this issue, please do not hesitate 
to contact my office at (617) 722-2582. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

PETER J. KOUTOUJIAN 
State Representative 
10th Middlesex District 



Board of Aldermen 
2002-2003 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
.ewton, MA 02459 

Tel (617) 796-1210 
FAX (617) 796-1214 

Brooke K. Lipsitt 
President 

George E. Mansfield 
Vice President 

Aldermen at Large 
Ward 
1 Robert E. Gerst 
1 Carleton P. Merrill 
2 Allan L. Ciccone 
2 Marcia T. Johnson 
3 Richard J. Bullwinkle 
3 Leonard J. Gentile 
4 Amy Mah Sangiolo 
4 John F. Stewart 
5 Paul E. Coletti 
5 Brian E. Yates 
6 Susan M. Basham 

Kenneth R. L. Parker 
Brooke K. Lipsitt 

7 Sydra Schnipper 
8 Richard A. Lipof 
8 Mitchell L. Fischman 

Ward Aldermen 
Ward 
1 Scott Lennon 
2 Stephen M. Linsky 
3 Anthony J. Salvucci 
4 D. Pauline Bryson 
5 Christine S. Samuelson 
6 George E. Mansfield 
7 R. Lisle Baker 
8 Cheryl Lappin 

City Clerk/Clerk of the Board 
Edward English 

November 1, 2002 

Mr. Michael Kruse, Director 
Department of Planning & Development 
City of Newton 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre MA 02459 

Dear Mike: 

Re: CAN-DO application for CPA funds 

City of Newton 

I am writing to express my strong support for CAN-DO's proposal 
for CPA funding for two projects. 

The $300,000 request to reduce the price of the market rate units 
at their Christina Street development will provide dedicated 
housing for employees of the City. As you are well aware, the 
current housing market has priced all but our highest paid City 
employees out of Newton. As an elected official, I feel strongly 
that there is a benefit to the community to have employees who do 
not leave their commitment to Newton behind at the end of the 
business day. 

The $200,000 request to help purchase a two-family house to 
provide permanent housing for holders of Section 8 certificates will 
help move the City a small step toward meeting our 10% 
affordability goal. CAN-DO is experienced in developing such 
small sites by combining multiple funding sources and maximizing 
its effectiveness by working closely with other agencies, as in the 
recent Webster Street residence developed for NWW. 

I hope that the Community Preservation Committee will give 
positive consideration to both of these projects. 

Very truly yours, /., 
v/i>f-Ih ~'1ip~~-

Brooke K. Lipsitt 
President 



I LiPOF REAL ESTATE SERVICES, INC. I 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you 3..'1d the cOInlnittee to indicate support ofthe two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. I and/or my organization 
were active participants in the campaign for passage of the Community Preservation Act. 
It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review the 
numerous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis has 
worsened since the fall of 2001 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. 

Richard A. Lipof 
Alderman-at-Large, Ward 8 

1290 Washington Street· West Newton, MA 02465 

1€l~ffi!n~l¥S(:{NI1'rt!Y~~8iJJe~ ~CtSllffi~'P~(}nr§M.:s~It1SW~Bl}JtPp:yt~~~.lipofrealestateservices.com 
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Newton 

IM:VI' ... '-AJ'\JWV'.. 02460 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

October 29,2002 

To whom it may concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two housing 
proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. My Association and I were highly 
encouraged by the passage of the Community Preservation Act. Many of our members 
find Newton unaffordable and hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. 
As you review the numer.ous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the 
affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of 2001 when the act passed. 

Sales prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have softened 
somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for 
funding for both a home ownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market 
rate units at its Christina Street project would provide a homeownership opportunity for 
three city employees. The desire to create community housing opportunities for city 
employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have Section 8 
certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to 
address Newton's housing needs. 



N£WT ON POllC£ ASSOC1A Tl0N 

November 1,2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear SirlMadam: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two housing 
proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. As you review the numerous 
projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis has worsened 
since the fall of 200 1 when the act was passed 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide a homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community-housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

Our membership supports any effort to provide affordable housing opportunities in 
Newton. We are excited by the prospect that our members might have an opportunity to 
purchase a home in the city. We believe these two projects represent a good beginning 
for utilization ofthe funds to address Newton's community housing needs. 

~Y~d.jL 
Jay Babc~e;;:d~ 



President 
rank Greco 

Vice President 
Patricia Sweeney 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Robert DeLuca 

To Whom It May Concern: 

CITY HALL ASSOCIATES 
Local 3092 

. NEWTON CITY HALL 
NEWTON CENTRE, MA 02459 

October 29,2002 

Secretary 
Mary Cicciu 

Executive Board 
Vincent Antonellis 
Robert Montgomery 
Russell Palmer 

This letter is written to you in support of the two housing proposals CAN-DO is 
presenting to the Committee. 

As President of AFSCME Local 3092, City Hall Associates we, as a union, support any 
program that will help working men and women with affordable housing. 

If! can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to call me. 

~~~ 
FRANK GRECO, President 
City Hall Associates 



NEWTON TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
Atliliatcd with the Massachusdts Teachers Association and the National Educatil,n Association 

46 AUSTIN STREET 
CHERYL TURGEL, PRESIDENT NEWTONvrLLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02460 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Telephone (617) 244-9562 
pax: (617) 244-2332 

October 30,2002 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. The Newton 
Teachers Association has been an active participant in the campaign for passage 
of the Community Preservation Act. 
It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review 
the numerous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the 
affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of 2001 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO 
has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the 
three market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide a 
homeownership opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create 
community housing opportunities for city employees was often cited as a 
rationale for the passage of the act during the campaign. 

Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in 
West Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units wi" be rented to families 
who have Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the 
funds to address Newton's community housing needs. 

Sincerely, 

') 0 J? C~urJf' .t .. 
Cheryl B. TurgEt!J 
President 
Newton Teachers Association 

@:~BQ~) 



A United Church of Christ 

474 Centre Street, Newton, Massachusetts 02458 
Voice 617 - 244 - 3639 Fax 617 - 244 - 7699 

Comnrunity Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

October 28, 2002 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two housing 
proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. The Eliot Church congregation 
was active in the campaign for passage of the Community Preservation Act. 

/I~S, ~dt 
Pastor 

~StbUti 
Director of Christian Education 

~ 7eu, g'at(oa 
Minister of Music 

Youth Director 

It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review the 7eva 1fJ~-~ 
numerous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis Church Administrator 

<ys worsened since the fall of200 1 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have softened somewhat but are still higher than 
many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market rate units at its Christina 
Street project would provide an homeownership opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community 
housing opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West Newton. Each of the three-
bedroom units will be rented to families who have Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization ofthe funds to address Newton's community 
housing needs. 

Sincerely, 

~/;&/ 
Anthony S. Kill 
Pastor, Eliot Church ofNewton 



Newton Community Service Centers, Inc. 
492 Waltham Street 

West Newton, Massachusetts 02465 
(617) 969-5906 • FAX (617) 964-3975 

Website: www.NCSCinc.com 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

October 30,2002 

I am writing to you and the Community Preservation Committee to lend support for 
the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting tD the CDmmittee. The Parent Program 
of Newton Community Service Centers, Inc. was an active participant in the campaign 
for passage efthe Community PreservatiDn Act. It is our hope that at· a time when 
affordable housing in Newton is so scarce, that community housing will be a priority for 
Community Preservation funding made available in Newten. We urge you to take into 
consideration how the housing affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of2001 
when the act was passed. 

Presently the economy is lagging, but sales prices for homes in Newton continue to 
rise. Rental prices have sDftened somewhat but ar-e still out Df reach for many families. 
CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project: 

1. Homeownership Pmject - $300,000 in fundin..g to reduce the cost Dfthethree 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership 
opportunities for thr-ee city employees who meet the income eligibility 
requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for· the ,passal$e of 
the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-family house in West 
Newton. ~chofthethree;,beuroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. At this point in time when rentals units command such a 
high rent, there is a shortage of units availablete Sectien 8 holders and the 
families who have waited years to obtain them are having to give them up or move 
far from family and support systems. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. Theref-ore we strongly urge the 
Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 

~fcerely, /. l 

. ,/ fL~tt£~A'~ (:1 ~--"I~--" 
Nancy T. J~on, Dir{c)r 
The Parents Program, NCSC ))""gency,,,"pport,dby 

~ United way 
~ of Massachusetts Bay rI 

community 
• development 

block 
•• grant 
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OWc~tS 
ChairpmOtl 

Dtmiel D, t~v~!\."f;)n 

(lre~ldent 

Ellen Fe!nS0ld 

V1«. CMirp~$I)n$ 
~te&h(:r 

$\l5m caIeclunan 
G~riGt!mon 

Merle Grandb4rg 
Bill ShIlev!!1 

Hatold Stahler 

TtwSI/Ter 
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St'~tIZfY 
Marg(\ St~in~r& 

Doud ot Directors 
David Abromowltt 
~Ivin p, Arorw)1\ 

UlWlVZlW S, Baww 
JOM Ben,ud·Cutkor 

AndA!a Brown 
'MIckey Catt 

Irwin Chalet: 
Nand W, o.phoure 

Charles Bisenberg 
Keith Gilbert 

D.vid Gordon 
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"Rl,Idolph !<ass 
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"Stephen P. S.nyMt 
Allin D. $Qlomotlt 

)?~er Ulin 
'Elaine Werby 

Gt;.O!ie M, Wolle 
Deanna Wolk 

"HOHOl'nry Diredor,; 

EDlllrihill 
O:athatyrl Oild.e$galt\c 

Mildryd G1,J~::~~;:~~ 

i 
I 

! Melvin Scovell 
! Milc;lxect Zafldi ton 
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COmpiTtL'd Jewish Phlkmthropies 

i of Greater Boston 

! A 

]CHE Jewish Commu.nity Housing for the Elderly 
30 Wallingford Road, Brighton, MA 02135-4753 
(617) 912-8400 PHONll (617) 912-S499}'AX 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

October 31, 2002 

Dear Community Preservation Planner; 

I write in support of two proposals that CAN-DO is presenting to the 
Community Preservation Committee. 

JeRE owns and mana.ges two developments for low-income elderly in 
Newton with a total of 346 units, There are almost 1,800 people 00 our waiting 
lists for these units. We know first hand the serious shortage ofplace$ for low­
income people to live in Newton. For that reason, we were active supporters of 
the campaign for Newton to pass the Community P:resenration Act, 

I urge you therefore to award funding for CAN-DO~s proposals. One 
would write down the cost oftbe three market-rate units in CAN-DO's Christina 
Street project, to make them accessible to the families of three city employees, 
The desire to create homeownouhip opportunities in Newton for city employees 
was one of the argwneot$ in support of passage of the CPA referendum 

The second project is to purchase a two-family house in West Newton, 
the units ofwbich would be rented to holders of Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two proposals are important efforts to address 
Newton's acute shortage Qfhousing for low and moderate income households, 
We urge you to fund them 

Sincerely, 

Ellen Feingold 
President 

\ 

..,. ~ 
TOTAL P.02 



Board of Directors 

Officers 

Sheila Ardery 
President 

Jan Silverman 
Vice President 

Beverly Zweiman 
Secretary 

labetha McCartney 
Treasurer 

Members 

Cheryl Boerner 
Ruth Dzau 
Bridgitt Evans 
Sandra Fisher 
Katie Haywood 
linda Smith Murray 
Lynne Marcus 
Molly O'Neill 
Su' S. Pettit 
Sh, IPlatt 
Clare 'Villari 

Advisory Council 

Marjorie Clapprood 
Joseph DeNucci 
Anna Dunwell Friedler 
Lyn Evans·Shotkus 
Stephen Feinberg 
Stad Hartwell 
laura H. Fleming 
Jim Mahoney 
lorraine Marino 
Robert Platt 
Scott Schuster 
Ruth Shuman 
Joan Tepper 
Valerie Threlfall 
John Wilson 
Susan Wornick 

Executive Director 

Elisabeth Kirsch 

THE 

A way from violence to self-reliance 

October 25, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. As the Executive 
Director of an agency that works with women who need affordable housing, I am 
very aware of the lack of affordable housing and its effects on stabilization of 
families. We have worked with CAN-DO for a number of years and value the work 
that they do. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an 
homeownership opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create 
community housing opportunities for city employees was often cited as a 
rationale for the passage of the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in 
West Newton. Each ofthe three-bedroom units will be rented to families who 
have Section 8 certificates. 

These projects would be a welcome addition to the pool of affordable housing in 
Newton. 

Sincerely, 

\~\~\\\~ 
Elisabeth Kirsch LICSW MMHS 
Executive Director 

P.O. Box 600213, Newtonville, MA 02460-0002 • Tel: 617-965-3999 Fax: 617-965-3354 
www.thesecondstep.org 
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COOPERATIVE LIVING 

OF" NEWTON, INC. 

Housin8 and housin8 servicesjor seniors in Newton and 

neighboring colllmunities 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May C(lncern: 

October 29,2002 

I am writing in support of proposal submitted to the Community Preservation 
Committee by CAN-DO. CLN was an active participant in the campaign for passage of 
the Community Preservation Act. We strongly believe that there is a tremendous need 
for affordable housing in our community and hope thafaffordable housing projects will 
be a major focus of the Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. As 
you review1:he numerous applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into 
consideration how the housing affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of 200 1 
when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. 
Rental prices for housing have softened somewhat but are still higher than many families 
can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a 
rental project, which are as follows 

1. Homeownership Project, $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership 
opportunities for three city employees who meet the income eligibility 
requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these projects begin the process that we as a community have committed 
to: creating community housing that is affordable. We strongly urge the Committee to 
approve CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 0 
)/Zt1A W JflLC/2L--
. Marcie Laden 

Executive Director 

1171 Washington Street Ne\l·ton, !\IA 02465 617-527-6576 cooperativeliving(u'juno.com 



Sherwood Norton, J.D. 
President 

October 23,2002 

Newton 
Wellesley 

Weston 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Newton, MA 02459 

To whom it may concern: 

Committee for 
Community Living, Inc. 

Nancy C. Siamin, MSW 
Executive Director 

This letter is written to you and the Community Preservation Committee to indicate our support for 
the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. It is our hope that community housing 
will be a major benefactor of the Community Preservation funding made available to Newton. 

As you review numerous applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into 
consideration how the housing affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of200 1, when the Act was 
passed. Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices for 
housing have softened somewhat, but are still higher than many families can afford. 

CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project, which are 
as follows: 

Homeownership Project- $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of three market rate units 
at the Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities for three city employees who 

meet the income eligibility requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the 

campaign. 

Rental Project- $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West Newton. Each of the 
3-bedroom units will be rented to families who have Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address 
Newton's community housing needs. 

Having worked with CAN-DO on the 228 Webster Street project we know how effective an 
organization they are. Therefore, we strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to 
fund these two worthwhile projects. 

~y, ~, D/MU1~ 
Nancy 4 Executive Director 

1301 Centre Street, Newton Centre, MA 02459 (617) 964-6860 
FAX: (617) 630-9132 Email: NewtonWell@aol.com 



Philip B. Herr 
20 Marlboro Street Newton, MA 02458 

October 30, 2002 

Newton Community Preservation Committee 
C/o Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Re: CAN-DO Christina Street project 

Dear Committee members: 

The CAN-DO proposal for CPA funding for City employees to gain housing at Christina Street 
is an exemplar in meeting the intentions of both the Community Preservation Act and of 
Newton's having accepted that Act. I strongly support it. 

The proposal would enable City employees otherwise ineligible for subsidy assistance to be 
served through the Christina Street effort. Doing so would precisely address the stated housing 
goals that call for creation of moderate-income units for City employees, and for projects 
leveraging other funding (page 22 of the Community Preservation Plan). It would do so in the 
context of a development that is strikingly consistent with the entire set of CPC housing goals 
and also consistent with the spirit of the CPC historic preservation goals, as well (Plan page 18). 
The development already has drawn kudos not only for its service to housing needs but also for 
its insightful design that utilizes existing resources in a way that is appropriate to and helps to 
secure the existing character of its context. 

Providing funding for this targeted purpose would send a welcome sign that as promised CP A 
funds are being used to serve multiple objectives in creative ways. As one of those who worked 
hard to bring CPA into being and into Newton, I heartily endorse this proposal for funding. 

Philip B. Herr 



Philip B. Herr 
20 Marlboro Street Newton, MA 02458 

October 30, 2002 

Newton Community Preservation Committee 
C/o Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Re: CAN-DO West Newton two-family project 

Dear Committee members: 

The CAN-DO proposal for CPA funding to help with purchase and rehab of a West Newton two­
family dwelling needs and deserves CPA assistance. I strongly support it. That assistance will 
enable CAN-DO, an organization created at City initiative, to "Use deed restrictions to acquire, 
update, and resell existing market rate housing as affordable units," (quoting from the sixth goal 
bullet on page 22 of the Community Preservation Plan). By leveraging other public funds, this 
funding would bring the rental price of those units to a level enabling use of Section 8 
certificates, a form of housing subsidy under-utilized in the City because of the limited number 
of units available within Section 8 rent level limitations. Further, because of being developed by 
a local non-profit organization operating other assisted housing within the City, possibilities 
would be created for a continuity of opportunities, for example for persons now having term­
limited tenure in CAN-DO properties committed for transitional housing. 

As is true with other CAN-DO properties, this proposed rehab of an existing dwelling would 
create no departure from the character of the neighborhood, but rather would provide needed 
investment in the structure and assurance of continuity in the current use and at the current 
density, permanently serving two households. The funding would also lend further support to a 
critical institutional link in Newton's housing efforts. CAN-DO is not just another developer, it 
is the City's sole "Community Development Organization" (CRDO), meeting strict HUD criteria 
to be eligible for that status. While the federal funding made available because of that eligibility 
is currently modest, over time having a healthy CRDO is an important asset for effectively 
addressing housing needs, and this support now will help assure that long-term future. 

Providing funding for this targeted purpose would send a welcome sign that as promised CPA 
funds are being used to serve multiple objectives in creative ways. As one of those who worked 
hard to bring CPA into being and into Newton, I heartily endorse this proposal for funding. 

Philip B. Herr 



DeVol 
Financial 

..;l'VICeS 

Thomas Phelps Dl:'\'ol, ~ ISFS 

October 28, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. It our hope that community 
housing will be a major benefactor of the Community Preservation Act. As you review 
the numerous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis 
has worsened since the fall of2001 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeowners hip project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. 

Sincerely, 

Connie and Tom DeVol 

62 Harding Street 
Nel11on. MA 02465 

Telephone: 617.964.6404 
Facsimile: 617.969.6113 

I?egislered RepI'eSelilalil'!' of SallllllOiIS SCC/lI'ilies Co. SeclII'ilies 

olTered Ibl'OlIgb SallllllOlI.1 SewI'ilies Co .. ,J/elllber N~SD. slPe 
email: tdevol@sammonrep.cotll 

wwwfinserve.colll 



October 29,2002 

Robert C. Abbe & Elizabeth J. Baker 
385 Waverley Avenue 

Newton, MA 02458 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department: 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. We were active 
participants in the campaign for passage of the Community Preservation Act. It is our 
hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review the numerous 
projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the afford ability crisis has worsened 
since the fall of 200 1 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide a homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. Th~ desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certifiqates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the 
funds to address Newton's community housing needs. 

Sincerely, 

~4L .~ 
Robert C. Abbe and Elizabeth 



-III 
TPMG 

THE PROJECT MANAGEMENT GROUP 
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October 31, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To 'Vhom it May Concern: 

I'm writing to you and the committee to indicate support of the two housing 
proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. As a member of the Newton Housing 
Partnership I supported passage of the Community Preservation Act. I hope that 
community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review numerous requests, I urge 
you to take into consideration how much affordability in Newton has worsened since the 
fall of 2001 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an homeowners hip 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

I believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to 
address Newton's community housing needs. I hope you will agree and fund the projects. 

645 CENTRE STREET NEWTON, MA 02458-2340 TEL 617.527.4191 FAX 617.527.7217 EMAIL CDAME@RCN.COM 



October 30, 2002 

Chair 

Patrick O'Reilly 
1611 Centre Street 
Newton MA 02461 

Community Preservation Act Committee 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Chair and Committee Members: 

I am writing this letter in support of proposals that CAN-DO will be presenting to the 
Committee. For a number of years I have been involved in affordable housing and 
development issues in our city, and was active in the campaign for passage of the 
Community Preservation Act. 

Among the opportunities that are offered by this Act, the possibility of expanding the 
number of affordable housing units should be your top priority. With rents and purchase 
prices for housing in Newton beginning to rise beyond the reach of middle class facilities 
and elders, the economic diversity of this city could very easily be lost in the coming 
years. And once lost, it will not likely to be recovered. We justifiably take pride in the 
diversity we have in Newton. Its loss will change the character of this city forever. 

CAN-DO is one of the few organizations in Newton that can make a difference in halting 
the loss of affordable housing. And they need your help. I urge you to provide support 
for the projects they have submitted to you; the Homeownership Project on Christina 
Street, and the Rental Project in West Newton. 

I hope they and all of us can count you helping our city to continue to be a leader in 
providing affordable housing for its residents. 

C:\ WINDOWS\TEMP\DRAFTOjMcneil,doc 



October 30, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern, 

This letter is in support of the tWo housing proposals being presented to the Committee 
by CAN-DO. I have been active in the campaign for passage ofthe Community 
Preservation Act and am pleased that it has us balance housing, environmental, historical 
and recreational needs ofthe city. I would like to remind you, however, that the housing 
affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of2001 when the Act was passed. 

CAN_DO's homeownership project, requesting $300,000 to provide homeownership 
opportunities for three city employees and its rental project, requesting $200,000 to assist 
in the purchase of a two family house to be used for Section 8 certificate holders, will 
benefit our city, as we seek to make Newton a place where a variety of people can live-­
lower income as well as higher. CAN-DO has an excellent record of producing affordable 
housing and is an important asset to Newton. I urge your support for these two projects. 

Sincerely, 

()V;5}.vJb,(~ 
Virginia Rd(iJson 
53 Cresc~nt Ave. 
Newton, MA 02459 



Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Please support the two housing proposals presented to the Community Preservation 
committee by CAN-DO, to provide more affordable housing for city employees at its 
Christina Street site. I was an active participant in the campaign for passage of the 
Community Preservation Act in Newton, in the hope that community housing will be a 
major benefactor. As you review the numerous applications to fund various projects, 
please consider how the housing affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of 200 1 
when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental 
prices for housing have softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can 
afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental 
project, which are as follows 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership 
opportunities for three city employees who meet the income eligibility 
requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing opportunities 
for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during 
the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

I believe these two projects represent a good begitming for utilization of the funds to 
address Newton's community housing needs, and strongly urge the Committee to approve 
CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 

Thank you, 

Kenneth H. Sinclair 
Waban,MA 



Community Preservation Committee 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear CPC Members: 

October 30, 2002 
Ann Houston 
45 Wedgewood Road 
Newton, MA 02465 

I am writing in support of the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the 
Community Preservation Committee for funding. I worked for the passage of the 
Community Preservation Act with the hope that it would provide additional resources for 
affordable housing in Newton, as well as provide a vehicle for thinking about the 
integration of housing, open space and historic preservation. CAN-DO offers a terrific 
opportunity to implement that goal in the first CPC funding round. 

The need for affordable housing continues unabated. We have been fortunate to 
have two new sources of rental housing proposed in Newton in recent years, the Avalon 
Bay Needham Street development, and the HUD 202 on Watertown Street. Yet for 
Newton, the real opportunity to increase the affordable housing supply lies in small 
incremental gains such as those proposed by CAN-DO. I am particularly pleased to see 
their balance of homeowners hip and rental housing. 

I urge you to give serious consideration to these two proposals. Thank you for the 
considerable time and thought you have given to implementing the Community 
Preservation Act in Newton. 

Sincerely, 



October 30, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 

Anne M Larner 
68 Myrtle Street 

West Newton, MA 02465 

Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear SirlMadam: 

As a strong advocate for passage of the community Preservation Act, I am writing 
to support the two housing proposals CAN-DO is proposing for funding under this new 
initiative. Increasing the availability of affordable housing for our municipal and school 
employees was a major reason for my strong support for the CPA. Although I fully 
support both increasing open space in Newton and working to preserve historic sites, 
increasing the stock of affordable housing remains my top priority for use of CPA funds. 

Real estate prices in Newton have continued to climb as the economy shows few 
signs of recovery. It is even more difficult today than it was a year ago when the CPA 
was approved for municipal and school employees to purchase homes in Newton. As a 
member of the School Committee since the early 1990s, I have seen fewer and fewer new 
staff able to afford to live in Newton. I know that reality is mirrored on the municipal 
side with few recent hires able to buy or rent in Newton. Housing prices have driven city 
employees to live at greater and greater distances and endure longer and longer daily 
commutes in order to gain housing they can afford. 

CAN-DO's proposals address both real estate and rental markets. Though . 
funding of these proposals would be small steps that maintain a modest pool of affordable 
housing in Newton, they would be important steps. As a mature suburb with little 
available land and above average housing costs, Newton must take a hundred small steps 
like these if residence in this city is to stay an option for our own employees and other 
moderate income families. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership 



opportunity for three city employees who cannot currently afford to buy in 
Newton. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. This would combine local dollars with a federal rent 
subsidy program to provide two more opportunities for families with limited 
means to live in our city and preserve some of the economic diversity we are 
quickly losing. 

I ask that you approve these two projects and help keep Newton a possibility for both 
city and school employees and families of limited means. 

Sincerely, 

C~V\A~ 
Anne M Lamer 



Vincent F. O'Donnell 
10 Leighton Road, 

Auburndale, Massachusetts 02466 
617-964-2076 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the Community Preservation Committee to my indicate support 
for the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. Though my 
membership on the board of directors of Citizen's Housing and Planning Association, I was an 
active participant in the campaign for passage of the Community Preservation Act. Among the 
eligible uses of funds, in my belief, community housing should be a major benefactor of the 
Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. Certainly, there is no relief in 
Newton's housing affordability problem, and as you review applications, I hope you will take this 
into consideration. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Despite some 
recent softening of rents, Newton's multifamily costs remain out of reach for low and moderate 
income families as well. CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project 
and a rental project, which are as follows 

Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market rate units at 
its Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities for three city employees 
who meet the income eligibility requirements under the Act. The desire to create community 
housing opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage ofthe Act 
during the campaign. 

Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West Newton. Each 
of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have Section 8 certificates. 

I believe that these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address 
Newton's community housing needs. Therefore, I strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN­
DO's application to fund these two projects. 

Vincent F. O'Donnell 



Oct. 28, 2002 

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing to ask that you support the two projects proposed by Can Do to 
help provide affordable housing in Newton. 
I write as a former Newton resident who just could not afford to hold onto 
my rented apartment of 10 years as the rent increased by $300 a month last 
year alone. 
My daughter and I had to move out of Newton last April and increased housing 
cost was the only reason. 
I think that when long term residents are forced to relocate because they 
have no housing options, and when people who work in and for the city can 
not live there, the community is weakened. 
Can Do has a fine track record of completing worth-while projects. 
For those ofus who rent, the cost of housing in Newton is a crisis. 
Please help the hardworking people of Newton by approving these projects. 

Sincerely, 

Mary I. Timm Gomes 
203 Hammond St., 
Waltham 

Document! 



Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

October 23, 2002 

This letter is written to you and the Community Preservation Committee to 
indicate support for the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the 
Committee. 

I was an active partiCipant in the campaign for passage of the Community 
Preservation Act, and I am a neighbor of the Christina Street project. It is my hope 
that community housing will be a major benefactor of the Community Preservation 
funding made available in Newton. As you review the numerous applications to fund 
various projects, I urge you to take into consideration how the housing affordability 
crisis has worsened since the fall of 2001 when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. 
Rental prices for housing have softened somewhat but are still higher than many 
families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership 
project and a rental project. Josephine McNeil has made me aware of the project 
plans which are as follows 

. Homeownership Project ~ $300.000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market 
) rate units at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities 

for three city employees who meet the income eligibility requirements under the Act. 
The desire to create community housing opportunities for city employees was often 
cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the campaign. 

Rental Project - $200,000 to aSsist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have Section 
8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge the 
Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 
Thank you in advance for any support that you can give these two very worthwhile 
plans. CAN-DO has proven itself a reliable provider of quality communityhousing. 

Sincerely, 

Judith Mannix, M.D. 
430 Winchester St et 
Newton, MA 0246 
617-965-2554 
jkoot@rcn.com 



October 29,2002 

William & Linda McLaughlin 
20 Woodlawn Drive 

Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

As Newton residents, we believe community preservation funding should be focused upon 
affordable housing to the greatest extent possible. A variety of affordable housing 
opportunities for Newton residents will serve to strengthen our community. 

CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project, 
which are as follows: 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market 
rate apartments at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership 
opportunities for three city employees who meet the income eligibility requirements 
under the Act. The desire to create community housing opportunities for city 
employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the 
campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-family home in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom apartments will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe the above referenced housing opportunities represent a good beginning for 
utilization of the funds to address Newton's community housing needs. Therefore, we 
strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 

Sincerely, 

~..-#-~ 
_ Bill & Linda McLaughlin 



October 30, 2002 

15 Ricker Road 
Newton, MA 02458 

Community Preservation Planner 
Nev'llton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Ave 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am writing to ask you to review and support the CAN DO housing proposals. 

My family and I have resided in Newton for 25 years. My kids attended Newton schools. 
We are members of the Eliot Church community. I serve on the CAN DO board of 
directors. I mention this, because I would like you to know that I have a deep interest in 
the Newton community life. I am sure that I do not have to convince you that a diverse 
community is a more vibrant place to live than one that is homogeneous. 

Given the economics of the housing market today, a diverse housing stock in Newton 
will not "just happen". The city has to work to encourage it when opportunity arises. 
Such an opportunity is presented to you today through the CRA funds. 

Please act now. Support affordable housing in Newton. Approve the CAN DO housing 
proposals. 

Sincerely, 

}t{,~ ~ l&2 YLt\ 

Michael Benn 



AvalonBay 
12S0 Hancock Street, Suite 804N .... Quincy. MA 021M A Tel (617) 472-9491 .... Fax (617) 472-'5'i53 

COM M U NIT I E S, INC. 

October 30,2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Please accept this letter as an indication of AvalonBay Communities' support for the two 
housing proposals that the Citizens for Affordable Housing in Newton Development 
Organization (CAN-DO) is presenting to the Community Preservation Committee 
("Committee"). It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor of the 
Community Preservation funding made available in the City of Newton. As you review the 
numerous applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the 
housing affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of2001 when the Community 
Preservation Act was passed. 

Sales prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices 
for housing have softened but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project, which are as follows: 

1. Homeownership Proj ect - $300,000 to reduce the cost of the three market rate 
condominiums at its Christina Street project. Three city employees, who meet the 
income eligibility requirements under the Act, will have the opportunity to purchase these 
homes. The Christina Street homeownership project creates housing opportunities for 
City of Newton employees within the community which they serve. The Community 
Preservation Act was designed to fund this type of community housing opportunity. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-family home in West Newton. 
Each of the three-bedroom apartments will be rented to families who have Housing 
Choice Vouchers (formerly Section 8 Certificates). 

AvalonBay believes these two projects represent a sound investment in addressing Newton's 
community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's 
application to fund these two community housing proj ects. 

Sinc.~re\y, ~ 
//. v .// // '\,~ 

~c:/ v£d::z!i:? (;{ U'P( 
{ Elizabeth A. Smith / " 

Development Manager 



Elisabeth Harper 
19 Fairmont Ave, Newton,MA 02458 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

October 30, 2002 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. I was an active participant in 
the campaign for passage ofthe Community Preservation Act. It is my hope that 
community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review the numerous projects, we 
urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis has worsened since the fall 
of 200 1 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide a homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

~s~ffA-1(¥-
Elisabeth Harper 
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Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. I and/or my organization 
were active participants in the campaign for passage ofthe Community Preservation Act. 
It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review the 
numerous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis has 
worsened since the fall of2001 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-family house in West 
Newton. Each ofthe three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. 

Sincerely yours, 

f.j b&D 
Frederick M. Balfour 

C:\My Documents\l-mail attachments\DRAFT OF LETTER IN SUPPORT OF CAN.doc 



Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth A venue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. I and/or my organization 
were active participants in the campaign for passage of the Community Preservation Act. 
It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review the 
numerous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis has 
worsened since the fall of2001 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost ofthe three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-family house in West 
Newton Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Sharon P. Balfour j) 
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CP A Committee of Newton 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

October 27, 2002 
25 Harrington Street, #2 
Newtonville, MA 02460 
(617) 969-3234 
j bassett@bu.edu 

I am writing to voice my strong support for the proposals for affordable 
housing in Newton you are receiving with this letter. I am a Newton 
homeowner, an employee of the city, and a voter who supported the 
Community Preservation Act. While I agree that historical preservation and 
the conservation of open space are important to Newton, I think the need for 
affordable housing is absolutely crucial if the city is to maintain the socio­
economic diversity that made it so attractive for many of us. A simple 
comparison of home prices and market rents with the average salary of 
municipal workers shows that many middle class families can no longer afford 
to live in Newton. I hope that you will give your support to the creation of as 
many units of affordable housing as possible. 

Sincerely. 

Jonathan Bassett 



October 27,2002 

63 Smith Avenue 
West Newton, MA 02465 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the Community Preservation Committee to 
indicate support for the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. 
I was an active participant in the campaign for passage of the Community Preservation 
Act. It is my hope that community housing will be a major benefactor of the Community 
Preservation funding made available in Newton. As you review the numerous 
applications to fund various projects, I urge you to take into consideration how the 
housing affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of 200 1 when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. 
Rental prices for housing have softened somewhat but are still higher than many families 
can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a 
rental project, which are as follows 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market ra~ units at its Christina Street project would provide homeownership 
opportunities for three city employees who meet the income eligibility 
requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

I believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to 
address Newton's community housing needs. Therefore, I strongly urge the Committee 
to approve CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 

Sincerely, 

;AJ~ 
Esther Schlorholtz 



October 28, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. We were active participants 
in the campaign for passage of the Community Preservation Act. 

It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor. As you 
review the numerous projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the 
affordability crisis has worsened since the fall of2001 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds 
to address Newton's community housing needs. 

Donna Rombauer 

Robert Rombauer 

Newton Centre, MA 



• 
the new studio 47 Page Road • Newton, MA 02460 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

October 25, 2002 

Dear Community Preservation Planner: 

I am writing to you and the Community Preservation Committee in support of 
funding the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. 
I hope that community housing will benefit from the Community Preservation 
funding made available in Newton. I believe that you will be making an 
excellent decision when you approve CAN-DO's request for the funding of 
the two proposals. 

I believe this for two reasons. First, I think you should consider how the 
housing affordability crisis has become worse since the fall of 2001 when the 
Community Preservation Act was passed. I know from first-hand observation 
that sale prices for homes in Newton have gone up even though the economy 
has stalled. Rental prices have not changed much, which means that the 
rates are still out of reach for many families. CAN-DO has applied for funding 
for both a homeownership project and a rental project, which would offer 
opportunities to city e~ployees who meet the income eligibility requirements, 
and to families who have Section 8 certificates, respectively. 

Second, I have no doubt that CAN-DO will deliver on its promise to provide 
these new housing options, because of CAN-DO's Executive Director, Jose­
phine McNeil. I am continually impressed by Josephine's ability to com­
municate her goals, and by her drive, persistence, and ability to bring many 
people together to produce real, positive results. I had the pleasure of work­
ing with her on CAN-DO's new website, which we completed and launched 
this year (www.newtoncando.org). As a result, I have been able to follow 
their progress on several development projects, including the Webster Street 
House which successfully opened this September. 

www.newstudio.com (\I 617 - 969 - 0288 voice ~ 617 - 969 - 0289 FAX 



• 
the new studio 47 Page Road - Newton, MA 02460 

I think her work on behalf of affordable housing in Newton is remarkable, and 
these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to 
address Newton's community housing needs. Therefore, I strongly urge the 
Committee to approve. CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 

Dr. David S. Backer 
Chief Technology Officer 
the new studio 

\NV/w.newstudio,(om ~ 617 - 969 - 0288 voice iii 617 - 969 - 0289 FAX 



45 Village Circle 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02459 

tel & fax 617-332-9398 

Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Re: CAN-DO'S APPLICATION TO THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is written to you and the Community Preservation Committee 
to indicate support for the two housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the 
Committee. We supported passage of the Community Preservation Act. 

It is our hope that community housing will be a major benefactor of the 
Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. We urge you to take 
into consideration how the housing affordability crisis has worsened since 
the fall of 2001 when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging 
economy. Rental prices for housing have softened somewhat but are still 
higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for both 
a homeownership project and a rental project, which are as follows 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the 
cost of the three market rate units at its Christina Street 
project would provide homeownership opportunities for three 
city employees who meet the income eligibility requirements 
under the Act. Creating housing opportunities for city 
employees was one of the reasons we supported passage of the 
Act. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two­
family house in West Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units 
will be rented to families who have Section 8 certificates. 

These two projects represent a good beginning for the funds toward 
addressing Newton's community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge 
approval of CAN-DO's application to fund these two projects. 
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October 22, 2002 

Community Preservation Planner 

T: 617.527.9800 F: 617.965.7361 www.ndne.com 

City of Newton Planning and Development Departme'nt 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to support CAN-DO's housing proposals which are being 
presented to the committee. As an original supporter of the Community 
Preservation Act, I had hoped that the CPA would result in the funding of 
projects of this type. Josephine McNeil has made me aware of the $300,000 
request for subsidizing homeownership opportunities at the Christina Street 
project and the $200,000 request to purchase a two family house in West 
Newton. 

CAN-DO has done wonderful work within the City of Newton to increase our 
inventory of affordable housing. I strongly endorse these proposals and 
hope that the committee will consider providing funding. 

Theodore R. T 
Managing Partner 
(25 Malubar Lane) 

TRT:etj 



Community Preservation Planner 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To Whom it May Concern: 

October 22, 2002 

This letter is written to you and the committee to indicate support of the two 
housing proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the committee. I was quite active in the 
campaign for passage of the Community Preservation Act, and it is my hope that 
community housing will be a major benefactor. As you review the numerous projects, I 
urge you to take into consideration how the affordability crisis has worsened since the fall 
of 200 1 when the act was passed. 

Sale prices continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices have 
softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has 
applied for funding for both a homeownership project and a rental project. 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three 
market rate units at its Christina Street project would provide an homeownership 
opportunity for three city employees. The desire to create community housing 
opportunities for city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of 
the act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West 
Newton. Each of the three-bedroom units will be rented to families who have 
Section 8 certificates. 

I believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to 
address Newton's community housing needs. 

Sincerely yours, 

~!::~~~ 
91 Grasmere Street 
Newton,MA.02458 



Jeff Sacks, Chair 

67 Maplewood Avenue 
Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Community Preservation Committee 
Planning and Development Department 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Re: Citizens for Affordable Housing in Newton Development Organization 
("CAN-DO") proposal for affordable housing grant assistance 

Dear Jeff: 

I write to urge Community Preservation Act support for two CAN-DO housing proposals: 
$300,000 to support affordable home purchases for City employees and their families and 
$200,000 in rental assistance for families with incomes ofless than 80% of the Boston area 
median. I believe these projects are consistent with the housing objective of the CPA and that 
they will further our community objective to pursue every reasonable opportunity for affordable 
housing. 

Massachusetts ranks 45th (from the bottom) in home ownership opportunities and 3rd 

(from the top) in housing costs. With median purchases prices in the $500,000 range, Newton 
cannot continue to offer affordable housing to our children, to those who serve us, and to 
working families unless we press for affordable housing. The Community Preservation Act 
represents a long sought and singular opportunity to leverage community funds for housing. 

I want to note also that CAN-DO, with Josephine McNeil's tireless direction, is a 
successful developer of affordable housing in Newton. I am confident that CAN-DO will make 
best use of CPA funding. 

Best regards, 
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To the Community Preservation Committee: 

This petition is written to the Community Preservation Committee to indicate support for the two housing 

proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. It is our hope that community housing will be a major 

benefactor of the Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. As you review the nwnerous 

applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the housing affordability crisis has 

worsened since the fall of2001 when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices for housing 

have softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for 
both a homeownership project and a rental project, which are as follows 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market rate units at its 

Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities for thre.e city employees who meet the 
income eligibility requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing opportunities for 

city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West Newton. Each of the 

three-bedroom units will be rented to low income families. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address Newton's 

community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fund 
these two projects. 

NAME ADDRESS W ARDIPRECINCT 
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To the Community Preservation Committee: 

This petition is written to the Community Preservation Committee to indicate support for the two housing 

proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. It is our hope that community housing will be a major 

benefactor of the Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. As you review the numerous 

applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the housing affordability crisis has 

worserred since the fall of200 I when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices for housing 

have softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for 

both a homeownership project and a rental project, which are as follows 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market rate units at its 

Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities for three city employees who meet the 
income eligibility requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing opportunities for 

city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-fiunily house in West Newton. Each of the 

three-bedroom units will be rented to low income families. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address Newton's 

community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fimd 
these two projects. 
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To the Community Preservation Committee: 

This petition is written to the Community Preservation Committee to indicate support for the two housing 

proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. It is our hope that community housing will be a major 

benefactor of the Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. As you review the numerous 

applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the housing affotdability crisis has 

worsened since the fall of200 I when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices for housing 

have softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for 

both a homeownership project and a rental project, which are as follows 

1. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost ofthe three market rate units at its 

Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities for three city employees who meet the 
income eligibility requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing opportunities for 

city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West Newton. Each of the 

three-bedroom units will be rented to low income families. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address Newton's 

community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fund 

these two projects. 

ADDRESS W ARDIPRECINCT 
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To the Community Preservation Committee: 

This petition is written to the Community Preservation Committee to indicate support for the two housing 

proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. It is our hope that community housing will be a major 

benefactor of the Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. As you review the numerous 

applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the housing affordability crisis has 

worsened since the fall of200 1 when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices for housing 

have softened somewhat but are stilI higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for 

both a homeownership project and a rental project, which are as follows 

l. Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the tlrree market rate units at its 

Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities for three city employees who meet the 
income eligibility requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing opportunities for 

city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase ofa two-fumily house in West Newton. Each of the 

three-bedroom units will be rented to low income families. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address Newton's 

community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fund 

these two projects. 
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To the Community Preservation Committee: 

This petition is written to the Community Preservation Committee to indicate support for the two housing 

proposals CAN-DO is presenting to the Committee. it is our hope that community housing will be a major 

benefactor of the Community Preservation funding made available in Newton. As you review the numerous 

applications to fund various projects, we urge you to take into consideration how the housing affordability crisis has 

worsened since the fall 0[2001 when the Act was passed. 

Sale prices for homes in Newton continue to rise despite the lagging economy. Rental prices for housing 

have softened somewhat but are still higher than many families can afford. CAN-DO has applied for funding for 

both a homeownership project and a rental project, which are as follows 

L Homeownership Project - $300,000 in funding to reduce the cost of the three market rate units at its 

Christina Street project would provide homeownership opportunities for three city employees who meet the 
income eligibility requirements under the Act. The desire to create community housing opportunities for 

city employees was often cited as a rationale for the passage of the Act during the campaign. 

2. Rental Project - $200,000 to assist in the purchase of a two-family house in West Newton. Each of the 

three-bedroom units will be rented to low income families. 

We believe these two projects represent a good beginning for utilization of the funds to address Newton's 

community housing needs. Therefore, we strongly urge the Committee to approve CAN-DO's application to fund 

these two projects. 

NAME ADDRESS W ARDIPRECINCT 


